Structure elucidation of drug metabolites using thermospray liquid chromatography-mass spectrometry.
Thermospray liquid chromatography-mass spectrometry (LC-MS) has been used to provide structural information both from in vitro and in vivo experiments. This paper will describe the more salient aspects of the technique that have emerged. The ability of the interface to handle gradients was essential for its successful application to metabolism studies, owing to the wide range of compound polarity involved. The examples discussed in this paper include the use of LC-MS in the analysis of in vitro incubations of drugs with hepatocyte cell cultures and the direct analysis of plasma samples from in vivo studies in the dog.